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Abstract 
Even though the term "race" is of a questionable value, its importance comes from the fact that it is a social construction, which 
means it has some "objective" substance. The concept of "racial relations" is often determined not only through a procedure of 
phenotypical characteristics, but also by their social usage as distinctive characteristics of the members of a social group. Also, in 
the past, there was confusion between race and nation. All nations consider themselves "nations of blood" and traditionally grant 
the national citizenship only to people who can claim that they "racially" belong to this nation. In our paper, we focus on the 
degree that six grade students of the Greek public primary school comprehend the term “race”, as is taught in the primary school 
through the courses of History and Social and Political Education. The sample of research comprehend the term "race" as a 
complex notion, on which the historic description, analysis and interpretation is built an organisational structure that embodies its 
historical angle and, the same time, reflects its context in time and space. 
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1. Introduction 
Even though the term "race" is a questionable value, its importance comes from the fact, because as a social 
construction has some "objective" substance. (McCrone, 2000). The concept of "racial relations" is often determined 
not only through a procedure of phenotypical characteristics, but also by their social usage as distinctive 
characteristics of the members of a social group (Banton, 1983). By the term race in anthropology and sociology we 
mean a theoretical form of social structure based on smaller groups, which are distinguished by their temporary or 
permanent political integration, and defined by traditions of common origin or common founding myth, common 
language, common culture and common sovereign ideology (Levi – Strauss, 2003). The term describes common 
historical and ethnological origin, like the Greek, the Asian, the white or the black race declaring blood relations 
(Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary, 2003: 1041). It often coincides with the word “lineage” which also 
indicates origin, ancestry on a family level and along with race corresponds to “stock” (Babiniotis, 558). According 
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to Andersen and Collins (1992), who rely on “structural interaction”, which gives special emphasis to the roles and 
identities and considers identity as an “inward role” (Gourgouris, 2007), “race, sex and social class are forms of 
social experience that have reprecautions on all aspects of human life and are indeed,  the basis of many social 
problems” (Williams, 1994). Researchers who studied social inequalities have formulated the boundaries among 
different systems of inequality focusing on their experience. However, during the last decade, researchers have 
started underlining the complex interactions and interdependences among race, nation, sex and social class. 
In this paper, we focus on the concept of race as an ethnic group, a term quite broad, which is used to describe a 
group of people who differentiate themselves from other groups based on racial, religious, cultural and language 
criteria (King & Stone, 2007).  Despite the fact that identities of different ethnic cultures cannot totally refer to 
uniqueness and uniformity, the description of Greeks’ identity and the ways they define themselves through 
antiquity and religion believes, is studied in a base of macrohistorical conditions. (Vakalopoulos, 1983; Demertzis, 
1994; Daniilidis, 1985; Lipovats, 1991; Ziakas 1990). Several researchers agree on the “characteristics of the race”, 
the advantages and disadvantages which seam to have been incorporated to the parameters of institutional 
organisation in Greek society (Paparizos, 1999). Nevertheless, the “ethnic man”, did not exist before the time of 
modernism. In fact, P. Lekkas (1998) rejects the dilemma between ethno-awaking and ethno-genetic concept and 
supports that “nation is a real entity, which comes from modernism and depends on recreations of reality and 
reestablishments of the past” (Lekkas, 2001). 
2. The research 
The aim of the research is to investigate whether students of the Greek primary school are in a position to define 
“race” as a concept, according to what they have been taught through the courses of school history and civic 
education. We especially investigate the ability of the students of this certain age and cognitive development to 
describe the specific term with completeness. It was asked from 591 students of the sixth grade of Greek primary 
school to define term “race”. Relying on the lexicographic development we divided the specific concept in three 
distinctive parts (diagram 1). Then, the students’ answers were evaluated and we underlined the parts of the 
definition that were included or not in each answer. Finally, the answers were graded according to their 
completeness.  
   






Male 272 46 
Female 319 54 
Total 591 100,0 
  
Table 2. Distribution of the sample by degree of urbanity 
 
Degree of urbanity Frequency (n) Percentage % 
City (Athens – Thessaloniki) 72 12,2 
Urban Area 300 50,8 
Semi – Urban Area 195 33 
Rural Area 24 4,1 
Total 591 100,0 
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Diagram 1. Distinctive parts of the concept “race”. 
 
3. Data analysis 
 Table 3. Distibution of the sample’s answers by the elements of the definition of the concept “race”. 
  
Conceptual elements Frequency (n) Percentage % 
No answer/false answer 250 42,3 
1st conceptual element: Common origin 45 7,6 
2nd conceptual element: Common characteristics 173 29,3 
3rd conceptual element: Common cultural elements 19 3,2 
1st & 2nd  conceptual elements: Common origin and Common characteristics 12 2 
1st & 3rd conceptual elements: Common origin and Common cultural elements 6 1 
2nd & 3rd conceptual elements: Common characteristics and Common cultural elements  44 7,4 
All three of the conceptual elements 42 7,1 
Total  591 100 
  
Generally, the analysis of the data showed that students were not able to give a satisfying or complete answer. As we 
observe at the table three, the majority of the students didn’t answer or they gave false answer. We also mention that 
the 173 students used more only the element of “common characteristics” (29,3%), or in combination with the other 
two conceptual elements “common descent”  (2%)  and “common culture” (7,4%) in order to define the term “race”.  
 






No answer 133 22,6 
False answer 117 19,7 
Incomplete answer 299 50,5 
Complete answer 42 7,2 
Total 591 100 
     
In addition, at table 4 we observe that 117 (19,7%) students, even their answer were false answer, they confuse the 
“ethnic” meaning of “race” with racial discriminations and racism.  
 
Table 5. Mean and standard deviation of  the answers 
 
Degree min max Mean Std. Deviation 
Concept “race” 0 3 11,59 31,434 
 






Common cultural elements 
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is below average.   
 
Table 6.  ANOVA analysis between sex and the degree of the answers.  
 
Degree df F Sig. 
Concept “race” 1 0,187 0,666 
In table 6 we present that the correlation between the evaluation of the answers and the sex of the subjects, where it 
is made clear that the evaluation of the subjects does not depend by the variable “sex”.  
  
Table  7. ANOVA  analysis between urbanity and the degree of the answers. 
  
Degree df F Sig. 
Concept “race” 3 41,737 0,000 
 
According to the table 7, we observe that the answers of the sample depend on the degree of their urbanity.  
4. Discussion  
In the Festival of Philosophy that took place in Modena in 2006, Ettienne Balibar, the French philosopher, talked 
about “the return of the race” (Balibar & Wallerstain, 1991), referring to the possible expansion of racism in relation 
to the aspects of globalization, arguing with the belief that race and racism belong to the past. Nowadays, we owe to 
ourselves to wonder if this optimistic recreation of progress is a clear ideological prejudice (Gialketsis, 2007). In our 
research we notice a diffusion of the term “race”, which has no social class barriers and has to express the “relation” 
of the members of the race in a fictitious level (Kassidou, 2008).. Furthermore, the term ‘race’ comprises the field 
where the struggle of social classes “nationalizes” and “internationalises” at the same time - the inside enemy, the 
surrounding by barbarians - (Balibar, 2009). The lead in of this story is given by the creation (which is renewed with 
new material every period) of the twin categories of the inside enemy and the internal exclusion, as it is taught in 
Greek educational system (Golia, 2006). What we seek at this point is to hypothetically deliberate on the possible 
expansion of racism in relation to the aspects of globalisation, questioning the belief that race and racism are things 
that belong to the past (Fragoudaki et al, 1996). The inter connection among all the structures of power is so tight 
that there is no point in isolating racism from its context. So the concept of “race” is the result which some forms of 
exploitation produce in speech and which give globalisation not a cosmopolitan sense but a sense of reversed 
cosmopolitism, the “clash of civilizations” as Samuel Huntington (1996) calls it. 
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